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Agenda

1. Precursors to the Climate Conversation

2. The Climate Conversation s Information

3. Participants  Suggestions for Next Steps 

4. Our Ask

5. Conclusion



Precursors

ÅApril 2021: Pierce County adopts the Sustainability 2030 Greenhouse Gas 

Reduction Plan.

ÅMay 2021: Climate Pierce County first PCRC presentation: PCRC can Lead 

on Climate Collaboration

ÅMay 2022: Countywide Planning Policies Adopted with Climate Policies 

ENV 42 ENV46, ENV 42 says: Jurisdictions, individually or through 

coordination with coalitions, state and/or regional entities shall work to 

identify, address and mitigate the adverse impacts of climate change



More

ÅNovember 2021: Federal Funding: Infrastructure Investment and 

Jobs Act

ÅAugust 2022: Federal Funding Inflation Reduction Act

ÅMay 2023: WA HB 1181 - Improving the state's response to 

climate change by updating the state's planning framework.



Perfect Storm Swirling of Nature s Urgency, 
Funding Opportunities, Regulations.  

The time to collaborate is NOW.



Enter: The First Pierce County
Climate Conversation!

Puyallup City Hall

June 9, 2023



Logistics

1. Hosted by the City of Puyallup on June 9, 2023

2. Conveners: PCC Chair Ryan Mello, Puyallup CM John Palmer, PCC 

CM Robyn Denson, Lakewood Mayor Jason Whalen

3. 12 Jurisdictions represented including the Puyallup Tribe

4. About 40 people in attendance with half elected councilmembers.



Outside Experts

Å David Roberts from Peak Sustainability Group, shared overview HB 1181 and 

the Climate Element.  He also shared the Whatcom County Grant Database 

that Peak Sustainability Group developed.  That could lead to a PC Grant 

Database.

Å Andy Kaplowitz from MacDonald-Miller Facility Solutionsô Building 

Performance Group, shared consequences of the Clean Buildings Act

Å Sarah Fox, Michael Burnham from Department of Commerce shared the DOC 

Climate Element Tool and latest news: PC must implement HB 1181 comp 

plan requirements in 2029, not 2024.  



HB 1181 ïUpdating the Stateôs Planning 
Framework: General Policy Changes

Edits to GMA (RCW 36.70a)

o Transportation

o Open Space and Recreation

o Environment

o Citizen Participation and Coordination

New additions to GMA

o Climate Change and Resilience

o Shorelines


